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Answer: Too m{nYof you are missing from it

Dear Cousins;

I thought it would be fun to start this edition with a picture from the 2004 reunion in Farmington, CT. Tb€

banner in th; background is not our usual banner (the one given us by Linda Welles several years ago) but the
original Welles FamiIV Banner fum our earlier days. It was included wit.h several pictures and other items
preiented to us by the Newington Historical Society. We are most appreciative of the Newington society for

utto.1riog us to add this item to our faurily collections. Special thanks to Dottie Abbott, the society's director,

for alwiys keeping us in mind ufren Welles farnily items appear. It was among Dr. Gid's possessions.

A6r, io n" last issue, I ran out of space to print the program from the special day that was held in

Memory of Dr. Gideon Welles on October 3,2004 at the Kelsey House in Newington. I shall correct that loss

this editon and print the entire tale. Ourpresiden! Tom Welles, vice presiden! Ikren Simpson and escort Fred

Fritz, attended in our name.
As I sit here pondering this editioq I want to thank all of you who have so gmciously zupported my

newsletter efforts thise past 19 y.*. I hope that you continue to enjoy receiving it as much a1 I enjoy puuing it

together for you However, it would oeuo happen if not for the wonderfirl stories many of you have sharpd

throughout the years and especially the articles by our Genealogist, Ba$tra Mathews andthtecbni€al support

and libors of our Regisnar, ianet Lantowsl(y. Janet took over the printing and mailing of the newsletter a couple
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ofyears ago to help ligbten the labors of your editor, who also substitutes as your e-mail responder. It really is a
*load offmy back" when I put the original copy in the mail to Janet for publication. Speaking of "backs"... I do
not plan to repeat what happened in completing the last edition. I sat down to work and by laie afternoon was
just finishing the 15h "bucket" when I felt a strain in my lower back. Well folks, what turned out to be a shess

fracture has taken over four months to heal and still has a ways to go before reaching near perfection again. I

have leamed my lesson and shall work on this issue over a period of several days! ! Never again, thank you.
I can finally pick up our youngest grandson again. Evan is now 9 months old and racing all over the

house on his hands and toes, standing alone and soon (boo hoo!) will be walking and nrnning. Fortunately, the
family wants to glve me anothertry at carrying infants, so Doug and Kim will present Russ and I with
grandchild # 6 in September. WiU it be our 6th grandson or will there be a change in gender this time? All we

pray is for a healthy pr€gnancy, a healthy baby and maybe one who does not weigh over 11 pouds this time.
We are also deliehted to announce that our elder son Dave and his iovely Lisa Ann Rose were married on
January 276 in St. Arrguttio", Ft (where they live). Both Dave and Doug, along with their sister, Cindy are Life
Members of the Welles Family Association.

Now enough from me ...lets get on with the news and everything else tlat is fit to print. Tl7artq
* * t * * * * * * * * * * * f  f  t * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * t * * * * * * * * * * * { r

A Brief History of the'Dr. Gideon Wells Memorial Charter Oak Trce'
By G.Ilusmer

fand presented at the dedication ceremony on October 3, 2004J

" 'From little acorns, mighty oak trees grow.' We sincerely hope this scion and grandson ofthe original
Charter Oak tree will grow to great heights and be here hundreds of years ftom now. It certainly possesses the
correct heritage and historicat significance to claim its place in history as the *Dr. Gideon Wells Memorial
Charter Oak Tree.-

A committee of thrce, Esther Rldy, Flo Urbanowica and mpelf proposed a memorial tree bc planted in
Dr. Wells' memory in the Spring of 2002. A Mighty Charter Oak, descendarnt af the Chrter ek seercd
appropriate; but where to find one?

After days of calling to nurseries and several state foresters, it was Mr. Glen Dryer, Director of the
Arboretum at Connecticut College in New london, wbo referred me to other experts on the Clwtsr Oak and
ultimately, IvIr. Martin Kibanski, forester and kqer of the Cher Oak sciom d fu Cmroticut Stete Fffiest
nurs€ry in the Patchogue State Forest, Voluntown" Connecticut. In late August, I spoke to Mr. Kibanski who
said it would be better to select a scion in the sping of next year.

In the spring of 2003, I traveled to Pdchogue State foresfi d thc Cmticut Stel{Es€ryto select a
healthy looking 3 year old seedling tht wro abq* 4 fu in kbht d @ it bcct ts !{€wi4to*. The
state nurseqman assrred re frat tris was m arfuic scion of th Gighal Chfiter Oak (plobably a grandson"
frird generation) of the Chuttr Oak. Its fthtr (second germdion) unas still &opping aconrs in Bushnell Park in
Hartford. I was confideut we H rcquirtd a pedigr€od qigfud scioa, very apopfore frr ou Hicdion
programto&y.

As most of us Comecticr* Yankees knon fr,om our early Conrecticut history lessons, the original
Cllrter Oak hee acquired its plrce in history as m ordinmy Americur white oalq guercts alDa. For nearly half
a century it was jus* anothgr tee, dil m of Crctim*'s freedm bvins cdmiss douidcd to use a hollow in
tlre tree to hi& fu Gigisl Ckpr of Comectict* iE 1687- After ffieting it anray fiom the Engtish Kittg
JamesII, his bmths CHesII, had secrod tbughts abodowin&pmdence- He had providthe docunemtto
the Creneral Cornt of Connecticut on Octobq 9,1ffi2.

It was Captafu Jos€ph \YaMh ufto hid the dosweilt is the Gigimt Cffi Oak tres m tlp Wyllys
E$ats, mw rF& Ckkk ffi Avw d ltdcin St€st i$ Ilartford. Th rest of the story is eveo greater history
as mo.st hiso,rims crdit &e saving of Conreticut's Chrter as goviding tk model for tk U.S. Comtitution
and the very fi,eedoms tlrat potect us to this day.
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On April 27,20A3, this scion, now about 4%to five years ol4 with a direct lineage to the original
Charter Oak was gently placed in this spot for dedication to Dr. Gideon Wells on October 3,2004."

p want to tlwnk Karenfor sharing this article with us and it will be placed in otr memory bookfor all

to see.|t n^ printed on lovely paper watermarked with white oak leaves. The tree was planted at the Kelsey

House where many of you visited with us when we held our reunion in Newington several years ago- The site k

on land adjoining the late Dr. Wells' home, on land he donated to the Newington society as a new home for the

Kelsey hoise, oit"h might otherwise have been destroyed This home is famous for the pintings that were done

on its interior walls and is now the home of several of Dr. Gid's personal property. When next you are in

Newington...stop by on a Saturdryfor a visit to the house and the memorial tree.J

* t t * * * 'F** * * *+*** * f  * : | * * * t3*+* t * *+*** * * * * : l$* l |  *+** * * * * f  t f  * * l ' * * { '

SEUNION NEWS

Hank lfunt, chairman of the Rermion Committee, has muncod ftat the 2005 Rermion of the Welles

Family Association will take place on Saturdry, June 2$ 2005 at the Mashrntucket Pequot Museum and

Research Center in Mashantucket, Connectict4 near North Stonington, Connecticut, from 9:fi).dM. to S:fi)

P.M.
Registration and social time witl begin at 9:00 A.M.; The Annual Moeting will take place at 10:30

A.M.; Lunch will be at 12:00 Noon; and the guest speekor will present fr,om l:30 to 2:30 P.M. The topic of

his&er presentation will be,"Connecticut Indiens during the American Coloniel Period'. ]
Selfguided tours ofthe Musuem will be available afterthe meeting for $l0Jperson. 

I
l

[I can tell you from eryerience thd you wilt find the maseum tour (with setf guiding hod $ld infrvifual !
speakers) very educational, interesting and enjoyable. I lookforwmd to visiting itfor the {" time. EditorJ 
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- 1
My heart is heavy as I report the loss by death of the following descendants of the governor, Thomas I

IWelles and his wife, Alice Tomes: 
I

Pamela Douglass Hutchins of Salisbury, NH pass€d away on August 15, 2001. Belated condolences are I
extended to her husban4 Mark llutchins. I

,l
Hel,en M. Alsworth at age 83, January 2ffi4. Helem was the sister of members Dnve rnd Jeanette 1

Wellos. Dave reported that Helen was the first of his siblings to go; his other two sisters still live in Arcade, j
}.ry. 1

Mery F. Woods of Kensington, CT. Mary's granddaughter Dienc Pcloquh wrote to inform us of her 1
Grandmother's death but did not grve us a date. Diane wrote that her Grandmother always enjoyed our I
newsletter. Mary was a Life member of the Welles Family. 

I
I

Robert L. Wells , age'17, of Shelton, CT died April 11, 20CI4. Our cousin Jenet Lentowslry sent this {
information to us. While not a member of the association, Bob was a descendant of the governotr 1

Via the CT Society of Genealogrst's newsletter,I leaned ofthe death ofJoyce (Mn. Thomas) l
Bradbury in the latterpart of 2004. Joyce was a Life member of the Welles Family. I

I

III
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Rose C. Wellec passed away on August 4,2D4in Fairhaven, MA. at age 87 years. Since her husband

Edward C. Welles died in lggg,Rose lived with their daughter Jane Welles Babbitt in Mattapoisett, MA.

Daughter, Catherine Welles Arnold of kander, TX sent a prayer card from her Mother's funeral and will send

a copy of her obitnary for our memory book. Many of the longtime reunion attendees will warmly remember Ed

andiiose's faithfiil attendance at many annual reunions. Jane and Catherine are both members of our

association
[I personatty send ny eondolences to Rose'sfamily. Iwill always remember hers and Ed's wmnth of

welcome when my mom and I attended our first reunions- EditorJ

Chartes Pons Mathews, aged 8l years, of Medford, MA, formally of Ocala FL died Sunday, December

1g,2004.A retired mechanical *gin""t, Charles' life was filled with accomplishment. Starting with his service

in the U. S. Amny Air Corps d"ri"g WWII wtrere he was a photographer in the 445th, America's first fighterjet

squadron. After fioirnitrg his education he worked for Beech Aircraft" Sikorsky and General Electric before

to*ing to a successful structural engineering career. Late\ as a consulting engineer, Charlgg worked on the

nSpN television station, Formder's ptaa tower in Hartford, CT, and the terminal at Bradley International

Airpott" to name a few. Charles also leaves behind a dear frien{ Adella Grim of Ocala FL.' 
fCharlie and his latewife, Barhora, brought daughters, Borbsra fean and Basy Kristine Mahavs to the

Wetlei Family gatherings. His late brother Bitl (and wife, BooS) attendance made it a Mathews famtly mini-

reunion os wetl. Many"members of their fomily became Welles members, amang them, son fohn Alhert and

nephew WilL Barbara is oxr Genealogist and working diligently on the "&cond Edition" of the governor's

-famity genealogt. We eousins owe much ta Charliefor bringingher to herfirst reunion.J
i 'garbara 

strared a few thoughts with me about her Dad and I thought she wouldn't mind my sharing this

story. "Wh€n Dad retired in the- sunmer of 1989, he announced at his August birthday party that he would

never again spend another winter in New Englad. He then gave Kent @qrhra's husband) his snorv blowu and
headedbuth. WelI, the fimny thiag is, he didn't spend another winter in New England. He died two days before
winter solsticc. The day of his memorid sernicc there was a snowstonn. I think he would have liked the irony."

fnMemorien
It wes the Father's will to cell them Home'

Where they might rcst and hesrHim say, "Well l)one."
Their work complete, another life awaits

Beyond the sunset' through the golden gates.

Thon leCthen find eturrl lovc end perce
Where all ourworrie$ pein' end heartaches cease.

May light perpetual shine upon them, Lotd;
And the joy of your Presence be their sure reward!

Poem by Marion Phifcr, a dccascd srembcc rqrinted with author's prior pcrnissiut

MEMBERS TIISSING DUE TO RETURNED I UNDELIVERABLE If,AIL

Mrs. Margaret Leroy CHIPMAN of Crolderu Colorado
Mr. Bradford James KIDNEY of Manchester, Connecticut
Mr. L. James HIGGINS, Jr. of Sparks, Nevada
Mrs. Claude B. WHEELER of Rohnert, California

If anyone hes informetion or new eddnesseg plersc send information to your Editor (address on
page one of this newsletter). Thanks"


